Last week, we talked about how Jesus went from Jerusalem to Galilee after his
resurrection. We talked about how the disciples shared bread and fish for
breakfast along the edge of the sea. And then we talked about how Peter and
Jesus came to an understanding about the way Peter had denied the Lord. After
that, the Disciples went to the top of Mount Arbel, the place where Jesus told the
disciples to go, and he shared the great commission with them; calling them to
make disciples of all the nations baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and
the Holy Spirit. We talked about how the disciples heard the Great Commission
from the top of Mount. Arbel. On this high mountain peak, the disciples could
look down and remember so many of the miraculous things that they had shared
with the Lord, right in this area, the northwestern corner of the Sea of Galilee. So,
I thought today, we could take a little trip down memory lane with the disciples,
about all the things that perhaps they remembered sharing with Jesus as they
looked down from this high mountain.
Certainly, Peter and James, John and Andrew remembered when they made the
life changing decision to lay down their nets and follow the Master. What would
their lives have been life if they had just kept on fishing that day? What if they
had not taken the risk of faith that they took.

This stretch of beach could have been the place where the Lord changed the lives
these young fishermen forever.
As the sun shined off of the water, surly the disciples were reminded about how
Jesus walked on the water; and how he calmed the storm on the waters of the
sea, and showed all of his followers the full extend of his love and his authority in
the name of God.
Mary Magdalene must have looked down the hillside at her home town Magdala
and remembered what a difference that Jesus had made in her life, and in the
lives of her family and those in her community. The picture above shows what
that town looks like today. There are remains of the Mary’s first century home
town just to the west of the small modern town. In the background, you can see
Mount Arbel, the sight where Jesus gave his disciples Great commission like we
mentioned last week. At the foot of Mt. Arbel, you can see a mountain pass that
existed in Jesus day. It is called “The Valley of the Doves.” It is a foot path that
Jesus would have walked many times. It was the only way to get from Nazareth
to the area of the Galilee. People now, walk the 25mile journey so that they can
say that they walked in the footsteps of Jesus.
You can see a black round building in the picture above. Inside that building you
can see this boat.

It is often called Peter’s boat. It was discovered, buried in the mud, along the
seashore in Magdala in 1986. This boat belonged to a fisherman who lived in
Jesus time. It is probably not Peter’s boat, but likely it was on the water at the
time of the Sermon on the mount. This is what Peter’s boat looked like.
Surly all of the disciples remembered when Jesus stood on the hillside not far
from Capernaum. As they reflected on the top of Mt. Arbel, perhaps they were
reminded of that sermon where Jesus shared the beatitudes with them and told
them, “You are the Light of the World”.

This church is called the Church of the Beatitudes; commemorating the Sermon
on the Mount. The inside of the church is all about the Beatitudes.

When you go around to the back of the Church, you can look down the Hillside
where the large crowd gathered to hear Jesus preach.
From the top of Mt. Arbel, the disciples, no doubt remember a little place called
Tabgha

This is where Jesus fed Five thousand people with just five loaves and two fish.

You are now inside the Christ of the Multiplication of the loaves and fish and you
can see loaves and fish on the mosaic floor. And the rock under the table is the
rock said to be where Jesus blessed the five loaves and two fish that the young
boy had brought forward. Also in Tabgha, is the church we talked about last
week. The Church of St. Peter’s Primacy

Peter must have sat down on the top of Mt. Arbel after hearing the words of the
Great Commission and looked down toward his home town, Capernaum.

He and the other disciples surly remembered how Jesus spent so much of his
ministry in this town that was Peter’s home. Peter and his disciples must have
remembered how Jesus preached in the synagogue.

This is the place where, in Mark chapter 1, Jesus, in the synagogue, healed a man
with an unclean spirit on the day of the sabbath. This picture is a synagogue with
the white lime stone. That is the structure left from the 4th century.

But you can see the black stones along the foundation. The fourth century
synagogue was built right over the first century synagogue which was where Jesus
worshipped, taught and preached. Next to the synagogue would have been this
first century road. This is a road that James, John, Peter, Andrew and Matthew
would have been very familiar with, because Capernaum is said to be the home
town of each one. Perhaps on this road, or another like it in Capernaum, is where
the Roman centurion came up to Jesus and asked Jesus to Heal his servant.

Peter, in reflecting about Jesus, must have remembered how Jesus healed a man
at the home of his family. The story is about a man getting lowered through the
roof so that Jesus could heal him in spite of the crowds. The picture above is a
picture of the home where it happened, Peter’s home. In fact, this home is
surrounded by an octagon wall, that was added later. It is believed that the wall
was built around this home to set it apart as the home of a hero of faith; Peter, or
perhaps even Jesus. There is a church built on stilts over the top of Peter’s home
so you can look down into it, commemorating the miracle where the man was
lowered on the mat.
Andrew may have looked off in the distance, beyond Capernaum, and
remembered how, at Bethsaida, he brought forward the food that Jesus fed the
multitudes with there.

Over on the other side of the sea, Jesus cast out demons, and witnessed very
powerfully to all who watched and listened.
Imagine how rich and meaningful the words of the Great Commission were, and
how much more the risen presence of Jesus meant to the disciples when they
were heard in the context of all of all of these things remembered by the disciples
as they reflected on their walk with Jesus.

Now imagine how meaningful these events, and these places, were for all of Jesus
followers as they spent the rest of their lives witnessing and proclaiming the Glory
of Jesus presence to the world.
Now, stop and think about how you encounter the risen presence of Jesus. Don’t
we all have our very own time in life when we laid down on nets and followed?
Don’t we all have our own times in life when Jesus provided for us beyond our
ability to comprehend? Aren’t there times, in all of our lives, when Jesus’ bounty
has fed the multitudes in our lives far beyond our imaginations. Like for Mary
Magdalene, Peter and Matthew, aren’t there time when we have encountered,
and even seen Jesus bounty, in our own home towns, in our own lives, in our
hearts, and in our own worlds. Let us put Jesus risen presence in those terms and
see of we can get a better picture of his glory. Let us Pray

