Mid-Week Meditation 5/6 2020
Places in Jerusalem John 20:19-23
In recent weeks our mid-week meditation has focused on the disciple’s
experiences after the resurrection. Today, we have shared the story about when
the disciples gathered in a room to ponder the things that they have heard about
their friend Jesus, and how he rose from the dead. Then Jesus appeared to them
and showed them his hands and his feet. He said, “Peace be with you.”
According to the scripture. They spent a week in the holy city, and presumably a
lot of time in this room where they had gathered. Surly they reminisced about
the places and experiences they had shared with Jesus. So I thought this week we
would use this room, where they gathered, as a spring board to share some
pictures and information about Jerusalem and the places they went and the
experiences that the disciples shared with Jesus over the last three years.

Above: Upper Room; David’s Tomb. Below: Church of Dormition; Zion Gate

The upper room was the place where the Last Supper took place and perhaps the
where the disciples waited for Jesus after the resurrection and at Pentecost.
David’s Tomb is located at south end of Old City Jerusalem just outside Zion Gate.
The Church of Dormition is the place of the Virgin Mary’s Death and is next to
David’s Tomb. The Zion Gate is an ancient Old City Gate at the South end of the
Old City.

Above are pictures of southwest corner of Temple Mount. The upper left picture shows
how it looked in Jesus day. The upper middle is all that is left of the top of the arch. The
upper right orange part shows what remains of the base of the arch. The lower left
shows a road that goes under the arch. The lower right shows what the orange part
looks like now. Boulders on lower left were thrown down from the Temple when
destroyed in 66 A.D. Jesus would have walked in this area often

Above is a picture of the Western Wall, a place of prayer and worship for many Jews and
Christians. Above the wall you can see the Dome of the Rock. That was the place where
the center of the Temple was in Jesus time. It was the place where Abraham was asked
to sacrifice Isaac. The Western Wall is considered sacred, particularly by Jews, because
that is as close as they can get to the holy place under the Dome of the Rock. So people
come by the millions to worship and pray. Above on the right, the Western wall
continues. A tunnel was built over the years to give access to the entire length of the
Western Wall even though buildings and roads and other structures were build over and
next to it. The tunnel allows worship along the whole Western Wall.

Above on the left is the Church of St. Anne. It is north of the temple mount not
far from where the Western Wall tunnel ends. It is built over the home of Anne
and Joachim who were the parents of the Virgin Mary, thus, this is said to be the
birth place of Mary. Above on the right is the Pool of Bethesda, the sight of the
healing in John 5 where after 38 years a man is healed by Jesus. Both of the
above are by the Sheep Gate, or Stephen’s Gate.

The Palm Sunday walk begins at the top of the page in ancient Bethphage. Pictured is a
church commemorating the disciple fetching the donkey as Jesus told them to. Then
the Palm Sunday journey begins. From Bethphage they head for Jerusalem going by the
Church of Pator Noster, which is said to be the site were the Lord taught the disciples
“The Lord’s Prayer.” Next is a picture of the western slope of the Mount of Olives. From
this view you can see Temple Mount, the Dome of the Rock, and the Kidron Valley in the
foreground. Right in the center of the picture, to the left of the Dome of the Rock is
what would have been the Temple Court yard. This was the site of “The Widows
Offering” and the turning over of the tables, and where Jesus taught the teachers when

he was 12 years old. The bottom left is the Dominus Flevet Church. This location is
refered to in Luke 19. Jesus approaches the city it says; “He Wept.” Next is a picture of
the Garden of Gethsemane. Some of the Olive trees in this garden are old enough so
that they were 1000 years old when Jesus was in the Garden. ThIs garden is one of the
most Holy places in Jerusalem. The lower left shows the thirty pieces of silver.

Contunuing on our Palm Sunday walk, Above on the left is inside “The Church of
Agony.” The center piece of this church is the pictured rock, commemorating the place
where Jesus prayed, “Not as I will, but Thy will be done.” Above on the right is the
Golden Gate, where Jesus entered the city riding a donkey with palm branches waving
and shouts of loud “Hosannahs”

Above are pictures of a church called the Church of St. Peter’s Church in Gallicantu The
left picture is the outside of the church. The middle picture shows an ancient trail
leading away from the church, believed to be the path that Jesus was lead on after his
arrest. You can see the Mount of Olives in the background of that picture which is
where he was led from. The picture on the right is the lowest portion of the church.
Toward the right in the picture are the remains of the courtyard where Peter denied
Jesus, and in the rear of that picture is a cell where Jesus may have been held
whilehewaited for his trial before the Sanhedrin.

# 1 Condemned to Death

#3 Fell for the First Time

# 5 Met Simon of Syrene

# 2 Flogged and Mocked

# 4 Met his Mother

# 6 Veronica Wiped his Face

# 7 Fell for Second Time

# 8 Women of Jerusalem, “Don’t cry for me”

D

# 9 Fell for the Third Time

#11 Nailed to the Cross

# 10 Cast Lots for his Clothes

# 12 Jesus is Crucified

# 13 Jesus Body Anointed

#14 Placed in the Tomb

Above are pictures of David’s City, the oldest part of Jerusalem. Left is the Pool of
Salome where, in John 9, a man, blind from birth, has his sight restored. On the
right are remains of David’s City, predating Solomon’s Temple.

The pictures above are the South wall of the Temple Mount. The stairs pictured
in the left picture are stairs that Jesus would have walked on. The gates that are
blocked up in the right picture would have led to the temple court yard. This
would have been the entry place for the commoners.

These tombs are in the Kidron Valley just around the corner from the South wall
pictured on the prevous page. The tomb on the left is the tomb of Zechariah the
Prophet, and the tomb on the right is the Tomb of Absolom, David’s 3rd son.

We have moved about 2/3 of a mile north from those tombs above. We have
walked past the Golden Gate and the picture directly above is a gate that has
several names. Some call it the Sheep Gate, some call it the Lion’s gate and some
call it Stephen’s Gate. It is referred to as Stephen’s Gate because Stephen was
stoned to death right near this gate.

Above are pictures of a place called the Grotto of Gethsemane. It is about a
stone’s throw away from the Garden of Gethsemane. That is across the street in
today’s terms. This is said to be a cave where Peter and James and John fell a
sleep while Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane.

The pictures above show the inside and outside of the Virgin Mary’s Tomb. A very
meaningful place to visit. If you remember, the passage of scripture we reflected
on was John 20: 19-23, where the disciples gathered in the room. I picture them
remembering “The Last Supper”, and many of the events and activities
commemorated by these sites that I and my tour group visited in the city of
Jerusalem. Surly they remembered the healings and the miracles, the laughes,
and the guidance he gave them. But most of all, as they gathered in that upper
room, they remembered and celebrated the life of their friend, Jesus.

